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The Cenſure of the 


R OO I A 
Upon Mr. Mion's Book , 


ENTITULED), 


eA Ready and Eafie wayto Eftabliſh 
a Free COMMON.WEALTH, 


SIR, 
Am commanded by this ingenious Convention of the 

| Rota, to give you an account of ſome Reflections that 
. they have lately made upon a Treatiſe of yours, which 
you call, { he ready an1 eaſie way to eſtabliſh nFree Commone 
wealth ; in which I muſt firſt beſpeak your parcon, for being 
forced to fay ſomething, not onely againſt mine own ſenſe , 
but che Interefle which both you and I carry on ; for it is 
enjoyn'd me to acquaint you with all that was ſaid, although 
I take as little pleaſure to repeat ir , as'you will do to hear 
it. For whereas ir 1s our uſuall cuſtom ro diſpute every 
thing, how plain or obſcure ſoever , by knocking Argumenc 
againſt Argument, and tilting at one another wxh our he1gs. 
( as Rams fight ) untill we are out of breath, and then refer 
It to our WoodenOracle the Box;and ſeldom any rhing,hew 
{light ſocver, hath appear'd,wichour ſome Patron or other to 
defend it. I muſt confeſſe , 1 never ſaw Bowline-Rtones run 
{o unluckily againſt any Boy , -when tis hand has been our , 
as the Ballots did againſt you , when anything was pur to 
the queſtion , from che beginning of your Book ro the end. 
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for it was no ſooner read over, but a Gentleman of your ac- 
quaintance ſaid, he wiſh'd for your own ſake, as well as the 
Cauſe you contend for , that you had given your Book no - 
name (like an Anabaptift's child) untill ir had cometo years 
of diſcretion , or elſe that you had got ſome friend to be 
Goffip , that has a luckier hand at giving Titles ro Books 
than you have : For it 1s obſerv'd, you have always been very 
unfortunate that way , 'as if it were fatall ro you to prefix 
Bulls and Nonſenſe to the very fronts of your learned . 
Works , as when you call Salmaſins, C laudins Anonymns , 
in the very Title of that admired piece , which you writ to 
confure his Wife and his Maid. As alſo in that other learn- 
ed Labor of yours, which you ſtyle Terrachordon , thar is 
co ſay, a Fiddle with four ſtrings ; but, as you render ig, a 
Four-fold Cord, with which you undertake ( worſe : | 
Caprain Otror, and C#:hbert the Barber ) nor co bind , but F 
' (molt ridiculouſly) ro unty Matrimony. Bur in this Book, he : 
ſaid, you were more inſufferablez for you do nor onely ſtyle |; 
your Declamation , 7 he ready and eafie way , as if it were : 
the beſt or onely way , to the diſparagement of this moſt in- ! 
oenuous Aﬀembly , whoare confident, rhey have propos'd 
others much more conſiderable ; but do very indiſcreerly 
profeſs in the ſame place , ro compare the Excellencies of 
a Common-wealth with the inconvemiences and dangers of 
Kingſhip ; this, he ſaid, was foul play, and worſe Logick : 
For , as all conveniences in this world carry their incon- 
veniences with chem, to compare the Beſt of one thing with | 
char Worſt of another , isa very unequall way of compari- 
ſon. He had obſerv'd, that Compariſons were commonly [| 
made on the wrong fide , and ſo was this of yours, by your 
owne confeflion, To this, anot her added, He wondred you 
did not give over vvriting , fince you have always done ir to 
little or no purpoſe ; for though you have ſcribled your eyes 
out, your works have never been printed but for the Com- 
pany of Chandlers and Tobacco-men, who are your Statio- 
ners , andthe onely men that vend your Labors, He ſaid, 
that he himſelf reprieved the Whole Defence of the People of 
England for a groar, that was ſentenced to vile ſnndungnus, 


and had ſuffer'd inevitably (bur for tum ) though i cof > 
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much Oyle and Labor, and the Rwwp 3001. a year , to 
whoſe ſervice it was more properly intended ; alchough in 
the cloſe, you pronounce them to be as very Raſcalls as Sal- 
maſins, and all the Chriſtian world calls them , if ever they 
ſuffered any of their fellow-Members to invade the Go- 
vernment (as O. Cromwell and orhers have ſince doue) and 
confefſe your ſelf fool'd and miſtaken , and all you have 
written to be falſe, howſoever you give your ſelf the ſecond 
lye in writing forthem again, After this, a grave Gentleman 
of the long Roab, ſaid , You had broken the heads of all the 
Sages of che Law , and plaid falſe in the very firſt word of 
your Treatiſe. For the Parliament of Exgl/and ( as you call 
the Rump) never conſiſted of of xc i Parry of one Houſe , 
that by fraud and covin had difleaz'd rhe major part of their 
Fellows , and forfeited their own right , by abetring the 
ejeament of the whole Houſe of Peers, and the greater part . 
of their own ( which was always underſtood to be the whole 
Houſe ) wich whom they had but a joynt Righr. Thar they 
had been ſeverall times juftly diffoly'd by the Army, from 
whom they really deriv'd their Authority; and the generall 
Voices of the People , in whom they had declar'd the ſu- 
pream Power to reſide ; and their own confeſſion upon Re- 
cord in their Journall-Book, Bur this, he ſaid, you ſtole 
from Patriot Whit/ock, whobegan his Declaration for a Free 
State with the ſame words; and he wondred you would filch 
and pilfer Nonſenſe and'Fallafies , thar have ſuch plentifull 
ſtore of your own grouth, Yer this was as true as that which 
follows, That 4 great number of the faithfulleſt of the Peo- 
ple aſſiſted them in throwing off King ſhip ; for they were a 
very ſlight namber in reſpe& ofthe whole, and none of the 
fairhfulleſt that forſwore themſelves., to maintain and de- 
fend that which they judg'd dangerous, and reſolv'd to abo- 
iſh. And therefore they turn'd as 4 Bondage ( as you 
word it )into a Free Common-wealth , no more juftly and 
magnarimoufly , than other Knights of the Poſt do their 
feats, by plain down-right perjury. And the Nation had 
fictle reaſon ro truſt ſuch men with theirLiberty or Propriety, 
that had no right to cheir own ears, but, amone the reſt of 


their 


( 6) 
theit Chears, hd defrauded che very Pilfory of its due, This 
being put tothe Baffor was immediately carried on in the 
Afﬀfitmarive, withonr 2 diſſenting Peller. When preſently a 
Genrleman, chat harh been ſome years: beyond-Seas , ſaid, 
He onderd you Wold ſay any thing fo falſe and ridice= 
tolls; as thc this Contmon-wealth was the cerrour and ad- 
mirror! df Fre#ce it ſelf; for if thit weretrue, &e-Cardt- 
nall and Councelt were very 1mprudent to become che chief 
Promoters of it , and flrive by all means to uphold chat , 


which they judz'd to be dangerous to themſelves , and for ' 


the Inrerelſe o: a Nation , which they. hare and fear ſo much 
as they do us ; for if this-Free Stare be ſo cernible to them , 
rhey have been very unwiſe in affilting it to keep out the 
King all this while ; eſpecially 1f thgy ſaw the people of Pa- 
r/s and Bardeasux diſpoſed {as you ſay) to imitate us , 
which appears very ſtrange ; for by their hiſtory, any man 
would judge we had carch'd rhe diſeaſe of them, As for our 
a&tions abroad, (which you brag of ) he ſaid, he never heard 
of airy where he was, untill O., Cromwelreduc'd us toan 
abſolute Monarchy under the name of a Free ſtare ; and then 
we beat the Porent and flouriſhins Republique of the #ni- 
red Provinces, But for our actions at home , he had heard 
abroad , tliar they ſtyoured much of Goth and YVardall bar- 
barifm, if pulling down of Churches, and demolithing the 
nobl-Rt Monuments in the Land , both Publick and P.1vat, 
(befide Religion and all Laws, Human and Divine ). may 
amoufc ro ſo much.. And yet, he ſaid, he granted what you 
affirm, Thar chey were not unbecomming the rifing of a 
2lorious Common-wealch , for ſuch are nſually founded in 
Fa&ion, Sedition, Rebellion, -Rapine , and Murther, And 
how much ſoewer you admire the Romans, ----4b infami 
reniem deditcis Aſyto , if you remember, they were at ficſt 
bir.1 Refuge for Thieves ahd Mt rcherers, Inatl Aſa, Afri- 
ca, and 11.2 New WoYld., .rhete 1s noſuchrhing as +Repub- 
lick, nor ever was ; Et 6nely rhat of Carthage, and ſone 
paltry Gravk C:Honitds upon rhe skirts of A/ia miner ; and 
+ 4, 1tca-welth there have heeh a hundred King- 
-, 2-7/10:4 , Which argues, they ſhould be the more 
agreeable 
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agreeable to Mankind, He added, Commonly Republicks 
ariſe from -unworthy cauſes, not fit to be mentzon'd in 
Hiſtory ; andrhar he had heard many Perſons of Honor in 
Flanders affirm , That ic was not the Tyranny of Spain, nor 
the cruelry of Duke D* Alva, nor the blood of their Nobi- 
licy, nor Religion, no- Liberty, that made the Dutch caft off 
their obedience totheir Prince ; bur one penny Exciſe laid 
upon a pound of Butter, that made them implacably declare 
for a Common-wealth, That the Fezeriazs were banith'd 
into a Free State by Ari/a, and their glorious Liberty was 
at firſt no other, rherrhe may be ſaid to hive thar is turn'd 
out of his houſe, . Thar the Romans vere Cookolded into 
their Freedom , and the Pifans Trepand into theirs by 
Charls the ejzghth. That as Common-wealths ſprung from 
baſe Originalls, ſothey have ruin'd upon as flight occaſions. 
Thar the ſame Piſans, after they had ſpent all they had wp- 
on a Freak of Liberty, were ſold (like Cattle) by Lewis the 
' 12 th. The Venetians HeRor'd, and almoſt ruin'd by Max;- 
milan the firſt, a poor Prince, for refuſing ro lend him mo- 
ny , as they were not long before by Franceſco Sforza a- 
bour a Baſtard. The Florentines utrerly enflav'd for ſpoylirg 
an Emboſlador's Speech, and diſparaging Petrode' CMeadici”s 
fine Livereys. The Genveſes - But as he was going 
on , he was interrupted by a Gentleman that came in and 
cold us, thar Sir Arthur 'Hazlerig , the Brutus of our Re- 
-publique, was in danger to be-rorh in pieces (like a Shrowe- 
meſday Bawd) by the Boys in Weſtminſter-Hall ; and if he 
* had nor ſhewn himſelfas able a Foot-man as'hethar cudg- 
ell'd him, he had gone the way of Door Lamb infallibly. 
This ſer all the company -a lauehing, an4-made ther Traveller 
forger what he was ſaying. After:a'little-pauſe,a learned Gen- 
tleman of this Society Rood up, and ſaid, He could not bur 
rake norice of one abſurdity in your Diſcourſe , and that 15 , 
where you ſpeak of Libercy glonouſly: faugh for,- and Kingly 
Thraldome abjur'd by the people, &c. for if by liberty, you 
mean Common-wealch , (as you'do) Therewas never any 
* fuch thing, as either the ene, or the erher ; unlefle yon will 
fate the Quarrell ac the end of the Warre , winch 18 yery 


ſenſeleſſe , and direQly contrary to all Oaths and Engage- 
ments? 


(8) 
2ntsS : or can prove that Hanging, Drawing, and Quar- 
rering of tome of che People , and ſelling others as Slaves, 


for taking up Arins in all parts of the Nation for the King , 


are abjurayons of his Authority ; and he wonder'd , you 
could be ſo weak , or impudent to play foul in matrers of 
F1Q, of which chere are ſo many thouſands witneſles to diſ- 
prove you, But be was of opinion, that you did not believe 
your ſelfe , nor thoſe reaſons you give in defence of Com- 
mon-wealrh , bur that you- are ſway'd by ſomerhing elſe, 
as either by a Scork-like Fate, ( as a modern Prorector-Poer 
calls 1c, becanſe char Foul is obſerv'dto live no where but in 
Common-wealchs ) or bzcauſe, you have unadviſealy ſcrib- 
[2d your ſelte obnox1ous, or elſe you fear ſuch admirable elo- 
quence as yours , would be thrown away under a Monar- 
chy, ( as 1t would be ) though of admirable uſe in a Popu- 
lar Government, where Orators carry all the Rabble betore 
them : For who knows ro how Cheap a rare this goodly 
Eloquence of yours , ( if well manadg'd ) might bring the 
price of Sprats , as no wiſer Or1tors then your ſelte have 
done heretofore, in the petty factions, Greek Republiques, 
whom you chiefly imitate ; for all your Poliriques are deri- 
ved from the works of Dzclamers, wich which fort of Wct- 
cers, the Ancient Common-wealchs had the fortune to a- 
bound, who lefr many things behind chem in favonr, or flat- 
cery of the Governments they liv'd under -, and diſprr1ge- 
menr of others, to whom they vere in oppoſition, of whom 
we can affirm nothing certain , bur chat rhey were parriall, 
and never meant to give a true account of things , bar to 
make them finer or worſe then rhey really are ; Of which 
men , one of their owne Common-wealth Poets, gives 
jult CharaQer, by ſorting them among the worlt of men, 


Kai eunnQabret, Hy momesl —= 


All which you haye out-gone, ( xccording £0 your Talent ) 
in their ſeverall wayes , for you-mve-dgne your teeble en- 
devour to Rob the Church, of the-1'euls which rhe Rapine 


of tne molt ſacrilegious Perſons hath left , -in your earned 
work 
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work 4gainſt Tiches ; You have flandered the Dead, worſe 
then envy it ſelfe , and thrown your dirty out-rage, on the 
memory of a Murrher'd Prince , as if the Hargman were 
bur your Uſher. Theſe have been the atrempts of your 
{tiffe fermall Eloquence, which you arme accordingly, with 
any thing char lies in your way, right, 0: wrong , nor onely 
begging , bur ſtealing queſtions, and raking every thing for 
oranced,, that will ſerve your turn ; For you are not a-y 
{him'd to rob O. Cromwell himſelfe , and make uſe of his 
Canting with fignall Afſiſtinces from Heaven , and anſwer- 
in2 Condeſcenhons : The moſt impious Mihometan DoQ- 
trine, that ever was vented among Chriſtians , and ſuch as 
will ſerve as well to juſtihe any proſperous villany amongſt 
men. He ſaid, when God punithes a Nation for fin , 2 
Execuriones of his Judgments, are commonly bur M'le- 
factors reprieved, as they are uſually among men; For when 
he puniſh'd the Iſraelites for Idolatry, he made uſe of grea- 
ter Idolarers then themſelves : And when he afflics a peo- 
ple for their diſobedience, ro a juſt Government, and fan- 
raſtique longing after imaginary Liberty, it is with infallible 
Slavery, for their deliverers alwaies prove their Tyrants. 
This the Romans found crue, for they had no ſooner bantſh'd 
their Kings, but they vere in feiv years glad co baniſh them- 
ſelves, from the Tyranny and oppreſſion of their Patriots, 
the Aſſertors of their Liberty , and that very Contelt fur- 
niſh'd their Free-Starte with Sedicion , and Civill War for 
500 years, and never ended, untill they were reduc'd to an 
abſolure Tyranny, under the power of char faction , thar 


cook upon it to vindicare their Liberty ; Hz addzd , thar he 
could nor but ſmile at one thing you ſayd, and that 1*, Thar 


King and Biſhops will encroach upon our Conſciences, un- 


till we are forc'd ro ſpend over aguin all char we have ſpent, 
and fighr over again all char we have fought, &c. For if = 
did nor look very like a Cunning man , no body woul be- 
lieve you, nor truſt your predi&ions of the furure , that give 
ſo ill an account of things paſt, Burt he held you very un- 
wiſe toblab any ſuch thing, For thar party you call, We 
have exin'd ſo abundantly much more then they have ſpent, 


that they deſire nothing more , = to fight over the ſame 


fehrs 


( re.) 


Fehrs again , ar the ſame rate ; and if you could bur make - 


our words good , h2 would undertake, they ſhould be che 
frtt men that (ſhould ſet Biſhops about your Conſciences : 
for how vile ſozv2r you make che Blood of Fairhfull Englith 
men, they have mide ſich good markers of ic , that rhey 
would be elad at any time to broach the whole Nation at 
che ſame price , and affor'd the trerſure of Miraculous del- 
Verances, ( as you call ic ) 1ato the Bargin, This he added, 
vas eaſier ro b2 underftond then your Brand of Gentilsfm, 
upon King-ſhip , for which you reft Scripture moſt unmer- 
cifully, ro prove, thar chovgh Chriſt ſaid, His Kingdome was 
not of this world , yer his Common-wealth 1s. For if, the 
Text which you quote , The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Lordſhip over chem , and they that exerciſe authority over 
chem, are called Benefactors : Bur it ſha{l nor be ſo among 
you, &Cc. be to be underſtood of Civill Government, ( and 
to infer Common-wealch (as you will have it right or wrong) 
and nor. to be meant of his ſpirituall Reigne , of which he 
was then ſpeaking, and expreſlely calls ſo ; You mvuft prove 
that he erected a Republique of bis Apoſtles , and that nor- 
withſtanding the Scripture , every where calls his Govern- 
ment the Kingdome of Heaven , it oughr to be Corre&ed, 
and Rendred the Common-wealth of Heaven, or rather the 
Common-wealth of this World ; and yer the Texr, does as 
well pfove BenefaQtors heatheniſh as Kmes, for if our Savi- 
our had meant to brand Kingſhip with any eviſl CharaRer, 
He would never have Ryld himſelfe King of the Jewes, 
King of Heaven, King of Righteouſnefle, &c. as he fre- 
quently do's, but no where a Stare-holder, or Keeper of the 
Liberries. 

To this, a young Gentleman made anſyyer, that your wri- 
£1195 are beſt interprered by themſelves, and char he remem- 
bred in that Book, wherein you fight wich the King's Pictute, 
you call Sir Phillip Sydnes, Princes Pamela, who was born 
and bred of Chriſtian Parenrs in Eng 'and; A Heathen wo- 
man , and therefore, he thought that by Heathoniſh, you 
meant Engliſh , andchar'in calling Kinzſhip, Heathenyh, 
you inferd, it was the only proper and naturall-Govertiraene 
of the Englifh Nation , as it hath been proved in all Ages. 
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To winch another objeRed, rhar ſuch a ſenſe was quite Con- 
trary to your purpoſe , to which he immediately repli'd; 
Th* ic wasno new thing, wich you to write thary, which is as 
well agunlt us for your purpoſe : afrer much debare , rhey 
agreed co put tt to the Ballot , and the young Gentleman 
carried it withour any Contradition. That done, a Gen- 
rleman of good credit here , taking occaſion from the for- 
mer diſcourſe, ſaid, you had ſhown your ſelfe as able a 
Divinz, as a Stateſman ; For you had made as policique pro- 
viſton for ſpiricuall, as civill Liberty in thoſe pious and Or- 
thodox, (though ſeeming abſurd and Contradi&ory) grornds 
you have laid down in order thereunto » which being rightly 
interpreted , do ſay, or by conſequence inferre thus much. 
Thar the Church of Chriſt ought ro have no Head upon 
Earth , bur the Monſter of many heads, th2 mulricude, who 
are the onely ſupream Judges of all matters chat concern 


him ; a Priviledee they claim'd , when he was upon Earth, . 


when chey took upon them to condemn him, and cri'd Cru- 
cifige : Thar all Chrithan Layes and Ordinances have a 
Co-ercive power , to ſee themſelves pur in Execution, and 
yet they ought to be ſubje& ro every Man's will and humor, 
( which you call his beſt light ) and no man to them bur 1n 
ms own ſenſe. Thar the Scripture onely ought to interprer 
it ſelfe , ( juſt as it can read it ſelfe) and every man 15 to 
rake the 1incerpreration in ſuch aſenſe'}, as beſt ſuires with 
his. owne capacity, or his occaſions ; That every man may ds 
what he pleaſes in matrers of Religion, bur onely choſe thar 
are in Authority, who ought nor ro meddle in ſuch matters, 
as being of ſo different a nature from their Cognizance, ( or 
any other ) that if it be cheir will to Command the onely 
erue Relicion ro be obſerv'd, it preſently becomes inchriſti- 
an inhuman , and Barbarous, Thar no man can ferve God, 
nor ſave his owne Soul , bur in a Common-wealth, in this 
certainty, you go afrer your owne invention , for no man 
ever heard it before : Bur if it ſhould be rrue , ir 1s a ſad 
ching tothink , what is become of tne Apoſtles themſelves, 
and all the Saints in the Primitive times, when rhere was 
never a Chriftan Common-wealth in the World > That 


any man may turn away his Wife, and take another-as oft - 
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he pleaſes , as you have moſt learnedly prov'd upon the 


© Fiddle, and practic'd in your Life and Converſation, for 


which you have atchieved the honour co be Styld the Foun- 
der of a Se&. All this you call Liberry of Conſcience, 
and Chriſtian Liberty, which you conclude no Government 
1s more inclinable, nor onely to favour, bur protect, then a 
Free Common-yealth, In this, ( he ſaid ) you fay right ; 
For ir 15 notorious enough, that fince we have been bur call'd 
a Common-wealch , ſuch pious Dotrines as theſe, have 


been ſo wonderfully propagated, that England does now a- + 


bound with new Chriſtians , no lefle then Sparn did of late 
years, and of the ſame munyzrell breed ; all which agree in 
nothing, bur the extripation of Chriftian Religion , and 
tubverfion of Government, to which your Diſcipline does 
naturally conduce. For certainly, the moſt ready and eafie 


Way £0 root out Religion , 1s to render it concemprtible, and 


ridiculous, which cannot be ſooner done then by giving Li- 


cence, and encouragement to all manner of Frenzes, that - 


pretend to new diſcoveries in matters of Faich, theſe will 
quickly mike it become a ſport and mockery to the People, 
untill 1t be utterly extin& ; And chis, ſome of the Church 


of Rome found true, who g1ve a greater check tothe growth 


of Reformation , by cloathing ſome of the new profeſlers 
in Fools Coats , and expoſing then co the derifion of the 
mulritude , then by perſecuting, and purting thouſands ro 
dh, And this is the way you goe which will never 
tail you, as long as there are Fooles and mid men to car- 
ry on the work, And with this if you could but introduce 
the wholſome Cannons of the Councill of {u»ſter it would 
make an admirable Model for the Ecclefiaſticall part of 
the Republique, if ir were nor for one untucky Circum- 
ſince , andthat is that Knipper Do/ling Proclaimed John 
of Leyden King, and-not Starte-holder. This ( he ſ1id ) was 
an unhappy miſtzke and no lefſe our of your way then 
that of the Fift Afonarchy Men, who would have been ad- 
—_— for your purpoſe if they had bur dream'c of a fift 
ree-Stare. 


By this time they began to grow weary of your perpe- 


uall falſhoods and miſtakes, and a Worthy Knight of this 


Aſſem- 


- 
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Aſſembly ſtood up and aid that if we meant to examin all 
the particular fallacies and flawes in your writing we ſhoul4 
never have done , he would therefore ( with leave ) deli- 
ver his judgement upon the whole, which in brieſe was thas. 
That ic is all windy foppery from the beginning to the end, 
| written to the eleuation of that Rabble and'meant to cheat 
; the Ignorant. That you fight alwayes wich the flat of 
; your hand like a Retorician, and never Contra@the Logi- 
call fiſt. That you trade altogether in univerſals the Re- 
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| gion of Deceits and falacic, but never come ſo near particu- 
| Jars, as to let us know which among diuerſe things of the 
. ſame kind you would be at. For you admire Common- 

wealths in generall, and cry down Kingſhip as mack atlarge, 


without any regard to the particular Conftitucions which 
' onely makecither the one or thz other good or bad, vainl 
| ſuppoſing all flavery tobe in the Goucrnmente of a fingle 
! Perſon, andnothing bat ſibzrty in that of many, which is 
fo falſe that ſome Kingdomes have had the moſt perfeft form 
| of Common wealths as ours had, and ſome odbotie 
; haneprovedthe greatcſt Tirannies, as all have done at one 
> timeor other. For many if they combine have more Lati- 
tude to abuſe power then a ſingle Perſon, and Ieffe ſence of 
ſhame, conſcience, or honour to reftrain them, for what is 
wickedly done by many is own'd by none, where no Man 
knowes upon whom in particular to fix it. And this we 
| have found true byexpericnce in your Patriots and Aﬀertors 
| ( as you call them ) for noon? perſon could ever have done 
halfe the miſchief they have done, nor outliv*d the infamy 
they have ſuff:ced without any ſence of ſhame. Betide this, as 
all your politiques reach but che outftde and circumſtances 
of things and never touch at realtics, ſo- you are very ſolici- 
tous about weeds as if rhey were charmes, or had more in 
them then what they fignific : For no Conjurer*s Devill 
is more concerned in a ſpell, then you are in a meer word , 
but never regard the things which it ſerves to exprefſe. For 
|}. you believe liberty is ſafer under an Arbitrary: nnlimited 
power by vertue of the name Commonwealth, then under 
| any other Government how jaft or rcſtrain'd (oever if it be 
| bur cal'd Kingſhip. And therefore very prudently you 


| would 


—_— 


(14 
would have the Name Parliament aboliſhed, becauſe it (ig 
nifics a Parly of our Conimons with their Norman Kings, 
But in this you are too ſevere a Draco to puniſh one word tor 
holding corceſpondence with another, when all che libercy 
you talk ſo*much of con(ifts in nothing cle but meer words, 
For though you bragge much of the Peoples Manageing their 
own affaires, you allow them no more ſhace of that in your 
fropia ( as you have ordered it) then only to ſet up their 
throates and Baul ( inſtcad of every three ycares, which they 
might have done before ) once in an Age, or ofcner, as an 
old Member drops away, and ancw oneis to ſucced, not for 
his merit or knowledge in State affaircs, but becauſe he is 
able to bring the greateſt and moſt deep mouth'd Pack of the 
Rabble into the feeld; a more wiſe and <quall way (in your 
opinion ) of chooſing Counſellors, then any King is ca» 
pable of. But he added, you had done worſt of all, where 
you are moſt like your ſelf,” and that is in that falſe and ma- 
litious aſperſton of Popiſh &SpanifthCouncels which you caſt 
on the preſent King. For it is wellknown to all the world, 
he hath prefer'd h 8C onſcience before throe Crowns, and pa- 
tiently cndured to live ſo many years in cxile , rather then 
change bis Religion; which it he would have done, or been 
mov'd with ſuch Councels, he might long fince have procu- 
red all the Forc=s of the Catholique world upon us, whereas 
it cannot be denied of his'greateft oppoſers , That they are 
{fo jealous of their ill-gotten Purchaſes bought with their 
Crimes, that rather be in danger of looſing a Pigge, they 
would ( with the Gergeſens ) defire Chriſt to depart out of 
their Coaſts. Afrer this ſaid, he movy'd the Aſſembly that I 
might be d:fired to deliver my judgment upon the Book, as 
he end others had done, which being immediatlypaſt; I knew 
not ( though unwilling ) how to avoyd it ; and therefore 1 
told them as briefly as I could, That that which I diſliked 
moſt in your Treatiſe was, T hat there is not one word-of the 
ballance of Propriety, nor the Agrarian » nor Rotation 
in it, from the beginning to theend: without which ( to- 
gether with a Lord Archon) I thought T had ſafficiently de- 
monſtrated,not only in my writings but publique exerciſes i 


tharCoffcc-houſe, that there isno poſſible foundation ofaFree 
_ Gammon» 


C15) / #; 
Common»wealth, To the firſt and ſecond of cheſe ( that is 

the Ballance and the 4 grarian ) you made no objeRtion, 

and therefore I ſhould not need co make any anſwer. B,; 

for the chird ( I mean Rotation ) which you implici-!y re- 

jetm your defigne to perpetuate the preſent Members, 1 

| {hall only adde this co what | have already faid and written 

on that ſubjeft , Thar a Common-wealth is like a prear 
Top, that muſtbe kept up by being v/1pt round,and held in 
cuall circulation, for if you diſcontime the Rotation, 


and ſuffer the Senate to ſettle, and tand Rill, down it falls 
immediatly, And if you had ſtadied this poynt as careful- 
ly as I have done, you could not bat know, there is no 
ach way under Heaven of diſpoſing the Viciflitndesof Com- 
mand and Obedience, and of diſtributing equall Right 
and Liberty among all men, as this of Wheeling, by which 
( as Chanſer writes ) afingle Fart hath been cqually divi- 
( ded among a whole Covent of Friers , and every one hath 
had his juſt ſhare of the ſavour. I told then, 1 could nor 
but be ſorry to find ſo learned a man fo ignorant in the na- 
rure of Government, 2s to make diſproportionate Parallels 
of Councills as you do, where you compare the Senate of 
Rome with the Grand Councell of Venice, between which 
there is no Analogy at all : forthe Senate of Konze was ne- 
ver the ſupream Power of the People , as the Grand Coun- 
#| 1 cill of Yexice is, bat mecrly a Councilt of State. Bur I 
x74 wondred moſt of all at what politique Crack in.any mans 
TE Scull the imagination could enter of ſecuring Libery under | 
$14 an Oligarchy, Seized of the Government for tearm of life, | 
4 which was fever yet ſeen inthe world, The Mctropolitan | 
o 
| 
d 


; of al} Cornmon-wealthes the Rowan did bur once adven- 
ture to trafft its whote Power and Authority in the hands 
of one Councill, and that but for two yeares, and yet they 
- had like to hays loſt their Liberty for cver ; whereas they 
By had frequently in all ages left it wholy in the pow:r of a 

fingle Perſon , and found it ſo far from danger or incon- 
venience, that the only Refuge they had in their greateſt 


__ extremity was, to create a Diftator, ButlI could not but 
=_ laugh ( as they all had done )) ar the pleaſantneffe of yous 
yl fancy who ſuppoſe our noble Patriots , when tkey arc in- 


veſted 


_ — 


 veſedefor tearm of life, will ſervertheir Country at their own 

charge : This ( | ſaid ) was very improbable, unlefle you 
x2canc as they do, that all we have is their own, and that 
to prey and devour is to ſerve, in which they have appear- 
cdſoabic and induſtrious, as if they had been made. to no 
other purpoſe,but, like L2b/ters, were all Clawes and Bclly. 
For though many laugh at me for accounting 300000. in 
wooden ware toward the ercCing of a Frec-State ( in my 
Oceaxa but a trifle to the wholeNation,) becauſe I am molt 
certain that theſcliccle Pills the Ballots are the only Phy» 
fick that can keep the Body Politique ſoluble, and not (ut- 
f:r the hamorsto ſettle ) I'le undertake that if the preſent 
Members had but a lcaſe,of the Government during life 
(notwithſtanding whatſocver impeachment of Waſte) they 
would raiſe more out of itto themſelves in one year, then 
that amounts to; befide the charge we muſt be at in main- 
taining of gaurds to keep the boys of them, and before halfe 
the term be expired), they would have it untenantable. To 
conclude, I told them, you had made good your rtitlein a 
contrary ſence; For you have really propoſed the moſt rea» 
dy and cafie way to eſtabliſh downright ſlavery upon the 
Nation that can poſſibly be contrived, which will clearly 
- cn to any Man that doe's but underſtand this plain 

ruch, That whereſocyer the Power of Propoling and De- 
bating , together with the Power of Ratifying, and En- 
ating Lawes, is entruſted in the hands of any one Perfon, or- 
any one Councill ( as you would have it ) That Govern- 
nent Is inevitable Arbitrary and Tyrannicall, becauſe they 
may make whatſoever they pleaſe lawfall or unlawfull. And 
that Tyranny hath the advantage of all other that hath Law 
and Liberty among the Inflrumenxs of Servitude. 
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